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  License Type Must distribute 

source code

Distribute 

modified code 

under same 

license

Distribute 

entire project 

that uses 

licensed code 

under same 

license

Other notable 

items

Patent grant

License Permissive

Requires notice of 

significant 

modifications

Berkeley 

Software 

Distribution 

(BSD) 3-Clause

Permissive *

Common 

Development & 

Distribution 

License (CDDL)

Weak copyleft

Requires notice 

identifying author 

of modifications

Yes, if code is 

used unmodified

Eclipse Public 

License (EPL) v2.0
Weak copyleft

GNU Affero 

Public License 

(AGPL) v3.0

Strong copyleft

Interaction with 

software over a 

network counts 

as distribution

GNU General 

Public License 

(GPL) v2.0

Strong copyleft

GNU General 

Public License 

(GPL) v3.0

Strong copyleft

GNU General 

Public License 

with Classpath 

Exception

Weak copyleft
Yes, if based on 

GPL v3

GNU Lesser 

General Public 

License (LGPL)

Weak copyleft
Yes, if based on 

GPL v3

Microsoft 

Public License 

(MS-PL)

Weak copyleft

Yes, if source 

code is 

distirbuted

MIT License Permissive *

Top Licenses at Glance

* Patents are not mentioned in the original licenses; however, versions of these licenses with patent grants added exist.

** All licenses in this chart permit commercial use and all require a copy of the license in distribution.
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3. Do I have to extend the classpath exception downstream?

If you use the GPL library with a classpath exception as it is, then it must stay under its 

original license which includes a classpath exception. If you do make changes to said 

library, then you must release the modified version of the library under the same GPL, but it 

is up to you if you want to keep the classpath exception. Of course, if you do not include the 

classpath exception, using that library in a larger program would create an obligation for 

that program to be licensed under the GPL.

4. Who can apply the classpath exception to a library?

The copyright owner – usually the developer of the library – chooses whether or not the 

program is released under a GPL with a classpath exception.

5. What’s the difference between the GPL with a classpath exception 

and the GNU GPL as such?

The classpath exception is language allowing for developers to link to libraries without 

subjecting the “derived” result to the terms and conditions of a GPL under certain 

circumstances. This exception is added to, not a replacement of, a GNU GPL.
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2. What is the difference between the different versions?

It’s rare to come across components that still carry the first version of the Apache License, 

but the main difference is that the Apache License version 2.0 grants patent rights and 

provides solid definitions of the concepts it uses to make the license clearer. The first version 

of the Apache License also had an advertising clause requiring that all promotional 

materials of derivative works of licensed products needed an Apache License attribution. In 

versions 1.1 and 2.0, simply including the attribution in the documentation alone is sufficient.

3. What is the difference between the Apache License 2.0 and the 

GNU GPL?

The Apache License 2.0 is a permissive license and the GNU GPLs are copyleft licenses. 

Software that uses any GPL-licensed component has to release its full source code under 

the same GPL. The Apache License 2.0 does not impose any such terms. You are not 

required to release your modified version but if you do choose to release it, you may release 

it under a different license. You are only required to retain the Apache License for the 

unmodified parts of the code.

4. Is the Apache License compatible with the GNU GPL?

Apache License 2.0 is compatible with GPLv3 but the resulting software must be released 

under GPLv3. The Apache License 2.0 is not, however, compatible with earlier versions of the 

GPL because of patent termination requirements that the FSF did not adopt until GPLv3. All 

previous versions of the Apache License are considered by the FSF to be incompatible with 

any version of the GPL.
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5. What is the difference between Apache License 2.0 and BSD?

Both the BSD license and the Apache License 2.0 are highly permissible licenses that allow 

you to modify and redistribute software as you like. Earlier versions of the Apache License 

were nearly identical to the original BSD licenses, but the Apache License 2.0 is different from 

BSD licenses in the following key ways4

; Explicit grant of patent rights: Apache License 2.0 explicitly lays down the grant of patent 

rights while using, modifying, or distributing Apache licensed software as well as the 

circumstances under which such grant are withdrawn&

; Clear definitions of concepts: Apache License 2.0 explicitly defines all of the terms and 

concepts that it uses leaving little scope for ambiguity&

; Reusable without rewording: Apache License 2.0 is available for use by other projects 

without any need for rewording the license document itself.
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

LIcense (MIT License)

The MIT License is one of the most permissive and popular licenses out there. There are 

actually two variants of the same license that are frequently called “The MIT License” —  the 

Expat License and the X11 License. Being the shorter and first variation, and the one the 

Software Package Data Exchange (SPDX) identifies as “MIT”, we will refer to the Expat License 

as the MIT License and the X11 License as the X11 License.

1. What are the terms and conditions of the MIT License?

The MIT License includes language expressing that the software is presented as-is and 

without warranty. As a permissive license, there is no requirement that modifications to MIT 

Licensed code be also released under the MIT License making it a great choice for 

proprietary and commercial uses. The license’s only requirement of a user is that the license 

be included in “all copies or substantial portions of the Software”. At less than 200 words, 

that’s just a few lines of comments in the code. There’s a reason the MIT License accounts 

for nearly a third of all uses of open source licenses.

2. Are there any other versions of the MIT License?

There is only one version of the MIT License, also known as the Expat License, but there are 

some variations on it. The X11 License adds a clause restricting the use of the copyright 

holders’ names for advertisement, the FPA License limits some commercial use, and the MIT 

No Attribution License is a “zero clause” license and as free as it gets – it removes even the 

requirement to include a copy of the license.

3. Is the MIT License compatible with GNU GPL?

Yes, the MIT License and variants listed above are compatible with all versions of the GNU 

GPL, however the FSF recommends larger projects be licensed under Apache 2.0 as the MIT 

licenses provide no protection from what they call “patent treachery”.
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3. What is the difference between the Modified 3-clause BSD License 

and Simplified 2-clause BSD License?

The 2-clause Simplified or FreeBSD License does not include the non-endorsement clause 

which ensured that users could not make it sound like their software was endorsed by any 

of the acknowledged developers or organizations. It instead includes a disclaimer about 

views and opinions expressed in the software being those of the authors and not that of the 

FreeBSD Project.

4. Are the BSD Licenses compatible with GPL?

The original BSD License is not compatible with any version of the GNU GPL, as mentioned 

previously. The 2 newer versions of the BSD License, the Modified and Simplified BSD 

Licenses, are compatible with any GPL.

5. What are the differences between the Modified BSD License and 

the MIT License?

The MIT license can be used as-is, without any requirements other than including a copy of 

the original license, unchanged. The Modified BSD License requires you to modify the license 

to suit the project at hand. Additionally, the Modified BSD License, thanks to its non-

endorsement clause, protects you from having your name involved in a project unless you 

wish to do so.
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3. Does the CDDL grant patent rights?

Yes, the CDDL takes a very clear stance on patents and explicitly grants patent rights. Any 

contributor grants you the right to use the patents that their contribution embodies. You 

may use, modify, and redistribute CDDL’ed components without any concern about patents 

that the code contributors might hold on the contributed technology. The CDDL also 

discourages patent litigation against developers by terminating the usage rights of anyone 

who initiates a patent claim against a developer about the code they have contributed.

4. What is the difference between CDDL version 1.0 and CDDL version 1.1?

CDDL version 1.1 was submitted just a year after version 1.0 in early January 2005. Version 1.1 

includes some corrections that prevent the CDDL from being in conflict with European 

copyright law and that allow single developers to use the CDDL for their work.

5. Is the CDDL compatible with the GNU GPL?

No, the CDDL is not compatible with any version of the GNU GPL. The GNU GPLs require all 

source code in a larger piece of software using GPL’ed code be released under the same 

GPL or later whereas the CDDL’s reciprocity only applies to the files that contain CDDL’ed 

code. In general, both strong and weak copyleft licenses without explicit compatibility or sub 

licensing clauses are not compatible with each other. Similar to the situation of Ms-PL and 

Ms-RL compatibility with the GPL, combining GPL’ed and CDDL’ed code puts the CDDL’ed 

code under the requirements that it be licensed under both the GPL and the CDDL, which 

neither license allows for.
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3. What is the difference between the Eclipse Public License and 

IBM’s Common Public License (CPL)?

The first version of the EPL is largely identical to IBM’s CPL, however the EPL revises the CPL by 

deleting the first sentence in the 7th section of the original CPL that was believed to be 

overly broad and non-conducive to the growth of the Eclipse ecosystem. The removed 

content explained how the CPL handled patent retaliation.

4. What is the difference between the Eclipse Public License and the 

GNU GPL?

The GNU GPLs are strong copyleft licenses that require users to release their software’s full 

source code irrespective of the percentage of GPL’ed code included. The EPL and other weak 

copyleft licenses only require that the modified file under the weak copyleft license be 

released. Complying with the EPL specifically only requires that if you release the source 

code of your project, you release the modified EPL’ed components under the EPL and if you 

distribute the program as object code, you make the EPL’ed component’s source code 

available by request.

5. Is the Eclipse Public License compatible with the GNU GPL?

The first version of the EPL is not compatible with any GNU GPL. The latest version, EPL 2.0, is 

not strictly compatible with any GPL as-is, however, through an optional clause, it allows for 

contributors to specify that their code may be additionally licensed under the GPL. By using 

this secondary license clause, the original EPL'ed code stays under the EPL but the entire 

project, including any modifications made to the EPL’ed code, can be combined with GPL’ed 

code and the resultant code released under version 2 or later of the GPL.

EPL version 2.0 also aims to be more usable. US-centric legal language from version 1.0 is 

omitted, making EPL version 2.0 more suited to world-wide software projects and a clause is 

added allowing for secondary licensing. This secondary licensing allowance is important for 

GNU GPL compatibility which we will address in a subsequent question.
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